188      ST. AUGUSTINE AND HIS AGE
in a polite and amiable way, the cause of the old religion, but Augustine returns a very harsh reply, making a bitter and contemptuous attack on the poor Olympians.
Towards the end of his stay at Thagaste, he lost his son, Adeodatus. Augustine says he had long been alarmed—* horrified,' he says—by the boy's precocious intelligence, and no doubt the daily contact with Augustine's philosophic friends and constant presence during their discussions had greatly advanced his development. We have an interesting proof in the little work Of the Master, a dialogue between the father and son, leading up to the words of Christ, £ One is your Master.' Augustine assures us that the words assigned to Adeodatus are faithfully recorded, and they show a good deal of cleverness and thoughtfulness.
Augustine spent three years in his retreat at Thagaste. It would hardly be profitable to speculate on the probable development of his thoughts if he had remained throughout life in this tranquil and leisurely condition. It was impossible that he should remain long in his monastery. The African Church was in pressing need of competent ministers. Few of its bishops had any distinctioninterest. Maximus had written to plead,ter.'e treatise he rejects all cultus of saints or martyrs:— Non sit nobis religio cultus hominum mortuorum.iracles until years afterwards.
